
ÅDoes the Lingsar festival have the capacity to transfer Muslim-Sasak and 
Hindu-Balinese into an ȰÉÍÁÇÉÎÅÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȱ (Benedict Anderson)? 

ÅDoes the Lingsar festival convey an experience of Ȱcommunitasȱ (Victor 
Turner), which overcomes ethnic and religious distinctions? 

ÅDoes the Lingsar festival support the characterization of Balinese 
kingdoms as ȰÔÈÅÁÔÒÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÓȱ (Clifford Geertz), where power served 
pomp instead of the reverse? 

In many parts of central Indonesia, a 
common ethos connects people beyond 
their  ethnic and religious affiliations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This ethos finds its symbolic expression 
in sacred places and ritual  practices that 
are significant for members of different  
denominations. However, it  is obvious 
that this multi -religious or ecumenical 

orientation  is not compatible with  a 
modern concept of religion. Due to a 
standardization of ritual  performances, 
multi -religiosity  is going through 
profound transition . Common ritual  
practices are abandoned entirely  or 
reinterpreted  as profane cultural  events. 
 

This project takes the island of Lombok 
as an ethnographic example in 
discussing the reinterpretation  of multi -
religious practices in light  of the concept 
of a modern religion. Particular 
reference is made to the Lingsar festival, 
where, in a variety of joint  ritual  
performances, Hindu-Balinese and 
Muslim-Sasaks emphasize what 

connects and separates them as 
distinctive ethnic and religious groups. 
Ambivalence and competition find their  
visible expression in a symbolic battle 
between these groups, which is settled 
with  rice cakes (Perang Topat). The 
conflicting interpretations  of this mock 
war as sacred ritual  or profane event 
reveal different  orientations towards 
multi -religiosity, which are central to 
this project. 


